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(54) IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To prevent the wastefulness of paper and the loss of a printing 
time by prohibiting the occurrence of a main scanning direction effective 
image area signal until overlapped papers are excessively fed by the 
distance between the head thereof to the final part thereof when a lap feed 
detection signal is outputted. 

CONSTITUTION: A lap feed detector 16 detects the quantity of the light 
passing through the paper P drawn out by a paper feed roller 1 1 and, on the 
basis of the output, it is judged whether lap feed is performed. When the lap 
feed is detected, the distance from the leading end of the head paper P 
among a series of a plurality of lapped papers to the leading end of the final 
paper P is measured and the generation of a main scanning direction 
effective image signal is prohibited until the paper P is excessively fed by 
the distance corresponding to the measured distance. When the paper P is 
fed in a lapped state, the output timing of the main scanning direction 
effective image signal is changed by the shift distance and printing can be 
applied to the final paper P among a plurality of lapped papers P. 
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